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CANNA SEABIRD RECOVERY PROJECT WINS AWARD

The National Trust for Scotland has been recognised at the Highland and Islands’ leading business awards ceremony for a project to protect seabirds on Canna. 

The project collected The Caledonian MacBrayne Award for Excellence in the promotion of the environment at the Scottish Council for Development and Industry (SCDI) Highlands and Islands Dinner and Awards ceremony which took place last night (Friday) at the Highland Conference Centre in Nairn. 

Research over many years showed major declines in seabird numbers on the Canna, due to predation of eggs by the burgeoning population of brown rats. The National Trust for Scotland, with European Union and Scottish Natural Heritage funding, undertook an eradication programme involving over 4000 bait stations placed by Wildlife Management International, New Zealand. The Royal Zoological Society of Scotland also played a key role by preserving Canna’s unique species of woodmouse.

Abbie Patterson, National Species Recovery Officer, Canna Seabird Recovery Project said:  

“It has been a very interesting and cutting edge project and the Trust’s approach has not been to follow others before, but to ‘surgically’ remove the problem rats to allow the seabirds and other island wildlife to flourish in the future.  I am very proud to pick up this award for the Trust and for the many people who have helped with the project.”

David Taylor, CalMac’s Regional Manager (Hebrides) said: 

“Caledonian MacBrayne is proud to have been involved  in the Canna Seabird Recovery project, by assisting in the deployment of   box traps and poison to Canna. We are delighted to award the Promotion of the Environment award to the National Trust for Scotland for this project.  Eco-tourism is a rapidly-growing sector, but perhaps more important is the preservation of Canna’s unique eco-system for future generations.”  

SCDI Chairman Shonaig Macpherson said: 

“Scotland’s rich array of birds and other wildlife are great attractions to the growing number of eco-tourists and this is one of the reasons that they must be protected and promoted. Thanks to this project Canna is now a rat-free zone and the number of seabirds successfully nesting on the island is set to soar.” 

Patron HRH The Prince Charles, Duke of Rothesay KG KT GCB OM

President The Earl of Dalkeith KBE DL Executive Chairman Shonaig Macpherson CBE FRSE 

The Trust is a charity (No SC 007410) and depends for its support on the subscriptions of its Members, donations and legacies.
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