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Final test for Canna rat eradication project
 

Expert rat-catchers from New Zealand make a final visit to the island of Canna to establish whether a National Trust for Scotland project to eradicate rats from the island has succeeded this week. 

The conservation charity decided to remove rats from the island to protect its internationally-important seabird colonies. During the breeding season, Canna plays host to thousands of birds including Manx shearwater, European shags, razorbills and guillemots.

Throughout the three year programme, New Zealand pest control specialists worked with experts from the Trust in an attempt to eradicate around 10,000 rats from the island, using poison.  The last known rat was detected and poisoned in February 2006. 

Elizabeth Bell [Wildlife Management International] is visiting the island from 1 – 9 May to determine whether rats have been successfully removed from the island as a result of the £500,000 project which concludes at the end of May. The full results of the monitoring visit will be announced in June. 

Ms Bell said: 

“It’s very exciting to visit the island after all this work. Throughout the project, we have had signs of a decreasing rat population. That’s definitely good news but we should not count our seabirds until they have hatched. This final monitoring visit is crucial in establishing the success or failure of our work here.”

Richard Luxmoore, Senior Nature Conservation Adviser for the National Trust for Scotland said:

“Canna is such an important habitat for seabirds in Scotland that we simply had to act to protect this important site and give our seabirds every chance to flourish. Seabirds face so many threats from nature and man and need our help and protection. As a conservation charity, we had to remove the threat of predation from rats which we hope will boost bird numbers in the long term.” 

-ends- 
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Editor’s Notes:

The National Trust for Scotland is a conservation charity, which relies on the financial support of its members to fund its important work of caring for the natural and cultural heritage of Scotland for everyone to enjoy.

The Canna Seabird Restoration Project was the result of years of planning by the National Trust for Scotland. It was designed to halt the declining population of seabirds on the island in which the predation of rats was a key factor. Work to eradicate rats began in 2005. Initial information shows that seabird populatiosn are already on the increase. A full seabird population monitoring exercise is planned for summer 2008.  






