SEABIRD SUMMARY FOR ST KILDA 2007

· Puffin productivity – with a productivity figure of only 0.4 young per egg laid, 2007 was again a very poor year for puffin breeding success, given that a reasonable year is considered to be one with a productivity of around 0.7. Chick weights were also low, averaging at 184g. As in 2005, all the evidence points to a lack of suitable fish as the cause of the poor breeding success. Early on in the season many puffins were seen carrying sandeels, but the abundance of pipefish increased as the season progressed.

· Puffling patrols – a total of only 5 pufflings was found, with an average weight of 202g (compared with 41 pufflings with an average weight of 235g in 2006). The results mirror those found in the productivity studies on Dun, confirming that 2007 was a bad year for puffin fledging on Dun.
· Leach’s petrel calibration methods study – a methods study was carried out for JNCC on the Leach’s petrel tape playback calibration technique, and results passed to JNCC. 

· Leach’s petrel productivity study – the burrows marked for the calibration study were further followed for a productivity study. Productivity was found to be approximately 0.68 young per egg laid. Information was also gathered on the timing of breeding events.

· Leach’s petrel nest boxes – results were disappointing this year, with only 6 out of 25 nest boxes showing some form of activity. Fewer boxes were used, activity in the boxes with old nests was less than in 2006, and there were no breeding attempts.  
· Storm petrels in the Village – a total of 29 AOS (95% Confidence Interval of 18–68 AOS) was found, the same number as in 2006. 

· Guillemot feeding studies – studies showed that pipefish again featured strongly in the diet of guillemots (30% of all food items), although not to the same extent as seen in 2006, where they formed 63% of all food items brought back. As the survey progressed, the proportion of pipefish in the food items began to increase, suggesting that alternative nutritious prey items became scarcer, and no clupeids were seen after late June. It was encouraging to see more sandeels within the diet this year (22% in 2007, 8% in 2006) and, in contrast to colonies elsewhere, most of the guillemot chicks appeared to fledge successfully.

· Manx shearwater population plots – four fixed plots were set up in the gullies above Carn Mor to enable future monitoring of the Manx shearwater population.

· Village Bay fulmar nesting – a total of 29 AOS (32 in 2006) was found within the Head Dyke. 

· Phenology – a first egg-laying date of between 2 and 7 May was recorded for guillemots. 

· Arctic skuas – two pairs nested this year, both in the An Lag area, each successfully fledging one chick. 
