Seabirds at St Abb’s Head in 2003
RED THROATED DIVER     Gavia stellata
At sea, 2 on 28/8; 13 on 20/9; 5 on 5/10

BLACK THROATED DIVER     Gavia arctica

At sea, singles on 21/9 and 4/10

FULMAR     Fulmarus glacialis

Population count = 262 apparently occupied sites.  First chicks noted on 17/7

SOOTY SHEARWATER     Puffinus griseus

At sea, Aug – 2 on 16th, 1 on 28th, 2 on 29th; Sep – 1 on 21st, 2 on 30th 

MANX SHEARWATER     Puffinus puffinus

At sea, Aug – 22 on 16th, 13 on 28th, 19 on 29th, 9 on 30th.  Sep – 8 on 20th, 25 on 21st, 6 on 30th.  Oct - 26 on 5th 

STORM PETREL     Hydrobates pelagicus

July - 1 tape lured and ringed on 13th with a further 10 on 27th 

GANNET     Morus bassana

Seen frequently in most months

CORMORANT     Phalacrocorax carbo
Seen most months, flying past in small numbers. On Mire Loch, singles recorded in Mar, Apr and May

SHAG     Phalacrocorax aristotelis

A total of 365 apparently occupied nests with a good mean productivity of 1.76 young fledged per active nest.  First egg seen on 30/3

EIDER     Somateria mollissima

26/1 249 off the Head.  3/5 70 at Pettico Wick.  One nest found near Wellmouth on 20/5 but deserted soon after

COMMON SCOTER     Melanitta nigra

At sea, 25 on 28/6; 40 on 27/7; 51 on 20/9

VELVET SCOTER     Melanitta fusca

1 on 28/8; Sep – 1 on 11th, 14 on 20th, 6 on 21st; Oct – 2 on 4th, 2 on 5th

POMARINE SKUA     Stercorarius pomarinus

2 on 29/8, singles on 30/8, 20/9, 21/9

ARCTIC SKUA     Stercorarius parasiticus

Jul – 1 on 19th; Aug – 10 on 16th, 2 on 29th; Sep – 4 on 11th, 5 on 20th, 7 on 21st 

LONG TAILED SKUA     Stercorarius longicaudus

A juv on 4/10

GREAT SKUA     Stercorarius skua

Aug – 2 on 16th, 7 on 28th, 11 on 29th, 7 on 30th; Sep – 9 on 20th; Oct – 6 on 4th, 5 on 5th
LITTLE GULL     Larus minutus

Sep – 1 on 21st, 2 on 30th; Oct – 179 on 4th, 19 on 5th 

SABINE’S GULL     Larus sabini

1 on 21/9 (D.Graham)

LESSER BLACK BACKED GULL     Larus fuscus

One nest found opposite White Heugh in June but outcome unknown

HERRING GULL     Larus argentatus

298 apparently occupied nests

GREAT BLACK BACKED GULL     Larus marinus

Pair nested on Wuddy Rocks with Br 1 on 19/6

KITTIWAKE     Rissa tridactyla

First birds offshore on 6/3.  6,642 apparently occupied nests with a good mean productivity of 0.97 young per AON.  First egg seen on 20/5, chick on 14/6, fledgling on 21/7

BLACK TERN     Sterna niger

1 over ML on 21/8

GUILLEMOT    Uria aalge

Full count 40,389 birds, pretty much the same as the last full count in 1998.  Numbers on monitoring plots decreased by 6% compared to 2002.  First known egg on 28/4, chick on 30/5

RAZORBILL     Alca torda

Full count 2,218 birds, pretty much the same as the last full count in 1998.  Numbers on monitoring plots decreased by 17% compared to 2002

LITTLE AUK   Alle alle

8 off lighthouse on 31/1 (big passage off NE English coast at this time); 2 on 3/2

PUFFIN     Fratercula arctica

First birds seen on ledges on 15/4.  Peak June count was 34 ashore on 16th 

