St. Abb’s Head 2007 seabird breeding season 

Generally after a good start, things went downhill from the end of May. The wet weather certainly caused some problems - waterlogged nests and chicks getting soaked, but there were also signs that the birds struggled to find enough food for their chicks, especially since early July when a lot of Kittiwake chicks and some late Guillemot chicks were left unattended. This was strange as fishermen and scuba divers were reporting that there appeared to be lots of sandeels about. Here is a brief species by species update.

Fulmar - a very poor year, just 112 AON represents a 41% decrease compared to last year and the lowest count for 30 years. Chicks very scarce 

Shag - 132 AON is a 19% decrease on last years count, but so far productivity looks pretty good 

Herring Gull - 236 AON, a 5% decrease on 2006 

Kittiwake - 6463 AON is a welcome 3% increase on last year but after a good start, final productivity very low at only 1 chick for every 8 nests. Adults bringing pipefish to the chicks in recent weeks 

Guillemot - counts were down by 11% on the monitoring plots. Though we don't monitor Guillemot productivity, casual observation indicated a poor year with numbers of fledging chicks much lower than usual 

Razorbill - counts were up by 9% on the monitoring plots. Same comment as Guillemot for numbers of fledged chicks Hope that's useful Regards, Kevin 

Kevin Rideout 

NTS Property Manager, St Abb's Head
