St Abb's Head National Nature Reserve

Summary of seabird counts in 2006

Seabirds at St Abbs Head mostly had a better breeding season than in 2005, but the populations of most species were nevertheless below the long term average. The Kittiwake population continued its long-term decline.

1. Whole Colony Counts

	Species
	Count Unit
	2006 Total
	Change on 2005
	Comments

	Fulmar
	Apparently occupied site
	190
	+20%
	A welcome increase on the exceptionally low counts of 2004 and 2005

	Shag
	Apparently occupied nest
	162
	+24%
	An increase on 2005, but still the second lowest count since 1997

	Herring Gull
	Apparently occupied nest
	248
	+58%
	A large increase on 2005 but still the third lowest count on record

	Kittiwake
	Apparently occupied nest
	6,288
	-13%
	This is the second lowest count since 1970 – the breeding population has decreased by two-thirds since 1989


2.  Counts at Monitoring Plots

	Species
	Count Unit
	Sum of plot means
	Change on 2005
	Comments

	Guillemot
	Individuals
	1,636
	-4%
	A small decrease on 2005 and well below the high counts between 2000 and 2003, but still well above the 22 year mean (1441)

	Razorbill
	Individuals
	130
	+2%
	A slight increase on 2005, but still the third lowest count since 1989


3.  Productivity

	Species
	Mean productivity (chicks fledged/active nest)
	Change on 2005
	Comments

	Shag
	0.98
	+234%
	A much better year compared to the very low productivity of the previous two years and close to the 15 year mean (1.12)

	Kittiwake
	0.27
	-69%
	Equal lowest value on record and well below the 19 year mean (0.7)

	Fulmar
	
	
	No formal monitoring this year but, from casual observation, only two chicks known to have fledged from the whole colony
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